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REMARKS, Sc. 


7 Have read Mr. Crofwell's Letter,and think 
it may be uſeful to the Public to make 

the following Remarks upon it. 3 

t. The Converſation I had with him, when at - 

Boſton laſt Spring, to which he refers, in the Begin- 

ing of his Leiter, was as follows; ſpeaking to 

him, I laid, *Did you ſay in a Sermon ſome time 

. a Damning God is nat anObject of Love +a 

o which he anſwered to this Pupoſe, I did, and 

who told you of it? Then the Converſation 

went on Word for Word, as follows.“ Mr. Cum- 

ming told me. And what did he ſay to it? : 

He faid, it was Blaſphemy.” —— But how 4 

did he | underſtand . me? —— © Juſt as you & 

ſaid, adamning God is not an Object of Love, | 

— I meant, if God damns ME.” — Bot is it 

not as bad for. God to damn others, as it is to damn 

YOU?—to which he replied with Zeal “ I hate 

your Mataphyſicks !. if Mr. Cumming is in 1 | 

Scheme, I pity him! I am ſorry for him!“ Uppn 

which, he immediately turned his Back, and went df, 

without one Word more. We were in the Street. 

It was Evening. We had been walking together 

above an Hour, talking about, Jultifying Faith ar 
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Now, if Mr. Croſwell, in ſaying, a Damnin God 
it not an Object of Love, means, as the Words Na» 
turally import, that, that Perfection of the Divine 

Nature, which is exerciſed in the Act of damni; 
Sinners, - commonly called, vindictive Juſtice, 18 
not an amiable Perfection, and ſo not an Object of 
Love; then nothing remains to be diſputed but this 
| Queltion, viz. Is it not Bla hemy, fo ſay, that 
there is a Perfection in the Divine Nature, which 
| is not amiable, and ſo not an Object of Loves? 
And this Queſtion may be eaſily anſjrered. All good 

Beings, at leaſt, wich one Voice, in Heaven a 
Earth, will join to condemn him, As is 2 

oved in my Eſſay on the Nature F the Goſpel, 
. VI. — Nay, every Man of common Senſe, 
be Conſciedce convinced, that it is 0 
5 Fad. Blaſ phemy to ſay, a Damning God is not an 
0 of Love, on the \ 32 Reflection. 

- Thus, 8 

A 88 God is not an Object of Love: 
Bur the God of Iſrael is a Damning God: 

ITherefoce, ho God of Iſrael is SS an "Fe of 


Love. | 
Or thus, : 
6 * 33 Gel is not an Object of Love: = 
| ee at the Day of Judgment, will damn 
| Impenitent a ſo is a damn ; 
Therefore jeſus Chriſt is not an Object of L 
Or Thus, 
A damning God is not an Object of "Pat 4 
. he who made the damning Law, and he he 
| died on the Croſs to do it Honour, and wil 
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23” To which add, © | 
e Blaſphemy conſiſts in ſpeaking againſt God: 

But he who ſays, that God is not an Object of 
* Love, ſpeaks againſt God: and therefore is 
of guilty of Blaſphemy. 
* Beſides, how would Mr. Creſwell feel if, after 
1+ che Day of Judgment, and final Sentence on the 
Wicked: Depart yeCurſed into everlaſting Fire; 
» WJ if after this, I fay, he ſhould be admitted into -Hea- 
d ven, with that 'Temper of Mind, which his Words 
d 
A 
4 
n 


naturally import! Would not he be prodigiouſly 
ſhocked, to hear all the Hoſts of Heaven celebrate 
the Praiſes of a damningGod,in ſuch rapturous Lan- 
guage as this? Halle/ujah, Salvation, and Glory, 
and Honour, and Power, unto the Lord our God, 
for true and righteous are his Judgments and 
again cry, Hallelujah,while the Smoke of their Tor- 
ment aſcends for ever and ever, Rev. 19. — What 
wouldMr.Crc/zvel! ſay, or what would he doin ſuch 
a Situation ? To join with them he could not, conſiſt- 
ent with his Principles.“ And to turn Seperatiſt in 
| | | Heaven, 


* Should Mr. Crefwell ſay,**altho' a damningGod is not an 
Object of Love, yet I can love him, if he will not damn 
Mx.“ He, in fo ſaying, would be inconfiſtent with him- 
ſelf.” Vea, it is an expreſsContradiQion to 8 can 
de that which is not an Object of Love.” As expreſs 
a Contradiction, as to ſay, we can ſee that which it not 
an Object of Sight, Or, we can touch that which is not 
not tougible : or, bear that which is not audible. --- And 

that which is not an Object of Love can no more be loved 
| in Heaven than in Hell, So that, whatever Mr. G- 
| well may pretend, it is m—— inconſiſtent with 
his Principles, to join that Song of Heaven recorded Wy. 
in Rev. xix. 1--6. even, if he were admitted among 
theng,o---If à Man ſhould ſay, Scud is not an * f 
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Heaven, and to begin to mn there as he does 
now on Earth, crying aloud, a damning God is not 
an Object of Love, would immediately raiſe the 
higheſt poſſible Indignation thro? all the World a- 
boye ; and all Heaven would at once join to ſay, 
* Begone, you Blaſphemer, to Hell, your proper 
Place! —and however he might get a univerſal 
Vote in Hell, that a: damning God is not an Object 
Love, not one of the Inhabitants of Heaven 
would become a Proſelyte to his Scheme, but would 


unanimouſly join to all Eternity, to pronounce it, 


BLASPH EML. | 

But on the other Hand, if Mr. Crofwell ſhould 
ſay, he does not mean to be underſtood thus; he 
grants vindictive Juſtice to be an amiable Perfection, 
2 Beauty in the Divine Character, for which the 
Holy One of Iſrael deſerves to be for ever loved 
and praiſed; then, to be conſiſtent, he muſt grant, 
that vindictive Juſtice will, and muſt of Neceſſity, 
appear to be a Beauty, to every one whoſe Eyes are 
opened to ſee it, as it really and truly is ; and that 
whether they, as yet, know their Sins are forgiven 
or not. Which would be to give up his whole 


Scheme, and the whole Scheme of hisBrother Cud- 


worth. Nr 


Siebe; hawetier, the) 1 cantet ſes it in the Dark, 1 can ſee 


it in the Light: The Man would be eſteemed deliri- 
ous. But it is equally abſurd to ſay, a damning God 
is not an Object of Love ; however, tho! | could not 
| ſee his Beauty in Hell, yet I could in. Heaven,---- 
For if he is not an amiable Object, he cannot a 
aumiable, any where, or to any Being, in the Uni- 
| os who fees him as he really is, 12 ſay other- 
uiſe, is an expreſs Contradiſtion. -I appeal to o 
mon Senſe. eaten e 11 „6 
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Or ſuppoſe Mr. Craſwell ſhould ſay, I do not 
mean that vindictive Juſtice is a Blemiſh, nor will T 
ap it to be a Beauty in the Divine Character; 
ut this is what I affirm, and will ſtand to, viz That 
no Man can love God, while he looks on him as a 
God who will damn him.” p. 5. Yea no Man 
can love God, till he knows that his Sins are forgi- 
yen. p. 10, 11. 5 
I anſwer, It is impoſſible that a Man ſhould know 
from the Bible, that his Sins are forgiven, while he 
is at Enmity againſt God, impenitent and unconvert- 
ed ; for the holy Scriptures no where reveals that 
ſuch are pardoned, bu: the dire& contrary, as has 
been already proved, Eſay. Set. VIII. Impenitent 


Sinners, at Enmity againſt God, if they do believe,” 


their Sins are forgiven, and that God loves them, 
and is reconciled to them, muſt of Neceſſity believe 
it, as Mr. Marſhall owns, without any Evidence 
from Script ure Senſe or Reaſon. ” Which is the firſt 
born of Abſurdity. Beſides, | | 
If we do believe our Sins are forgiven, it will 
not help the Caſe It may pacify the Anger of a God- 
hating Sinner; but will have no tendency to bring 
him to love his true & real Character. — And indeed, 
If vindidive. Juſtice is not a Beauty, it cannot be 
loved, by any Saint on Earth, or by any Angel in 
Heaven, let them be ever ſo ſure of eternal 7 
neſs. For to look upon a Thing, as being in itſelf 
amiable, and to be affected accordingly, when 
there is, in Fact, no Beauty jn it, and we know there 
38 none, is as plain a Contradiction, as to ſay, that a 
Thing may be, and not be, at the ſame Time. If 
therefore vindictive Juſtice is not a Beauty, it can 


never be loved by any in Heaven or Earth.— * 
B 


Adelit7. 


E 
if i is not a Beauty, it is certainly a Blemiſh ; for it 
is a Thing of ſuch a Nature, that it cannot be in- 
different. And if it is a Blemiſh, there is noBeauty 


at all in the Divine Character: For one bad Proper- 
ty, entirely approved of, and conſtantly exerciſed, 


will render any intelligent Being entirely deſtitute 


of moral Beauty. And ſo, God can never be loved 


by any in Heaven or. Earth; as has been before 


proved, E/ay, Sect. VI. 
The Caſe is plainly this, if the true God is a 
damning God, a God that has, and does, and will 


damn Sinners; and if a damning God is not an Ob- 


ject of Love; then the true God never can be loved 
by any in Heaven or Earth. My. believing that J 


| ſhall not be damned, will not make God's Character 


Jovely, while Millions of others are damned, be- 


cauſe he is ſtill a damning God. If I ſay, I care 


not who is damned, ſo be it, I am faved : I ſhall feel 
well enough.” I declare my ſelf deſtitute of all 
Godlineſs and Humanity; and that I care for none 
but my ſelf —If theſe Men would attend to their 
own Ideas, which their own Words naturally ſuggeſt, 
ey would at once turn Secinians,i.e, deny the infi- 
nite Evil of Sin, the Eternity of Hell Torments, 
the Divinity and Satisfaction of Chriſt ; for it is 


- + the moſt incredible Thing in Nature, that God 


ſhould damn Sinners, if his doing ſo, would be, not 
a Beauty, but a Blemiſh in his Character: And in- 


| finitely incredible, that the Son of God ſhould be- 


come incarnate,and die upon the Crols, to do honour 


to ſuch a Character. An. Antinomian Heart has in it 


all the Seeds of Socinianiſin, yea, of down- right In- 
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But on the ** Hand, if what paſſes for ortho- 


dox in Heaven, when they cry Amen, Hal'etujah, 
in a View of the Exerciſe of vindictive Juſtice, the 


Smoke of the Damned aſcending for ever and ever, 


be in Fact really orthodox; that is,if a damningGod be 
really an Odject of Love, it is ſo far from being impoſſi- 
ble that he ſhou!d appear ſo to my Mind, beforeIknow 
my Sins are pardoned,that it is plainly impoſſible he 
ſhould appear any otherwiſe, let my Eyes only be o- 
pencd to ſee him, as he really is. If a holy, juft and 
righteousGod is amiable,he-muſt of — appear 
ſo, to every one, ho ſees him as he is. To f y other- 
wiſe,is a plain and expreſsContradiftion. And it is as 
eaſy for me to ſee the Beauty of the Divine Conduct, 
in Ling me, as in damning my Child; and caficr 


too: becauſe I cannot have that clear and full Vi v 


of my Child s Sinfulneſs and IIl. deſert, as 1 have of 
+ Soaps | appeal to the Reaſon, and Conſcience of 
all the Generation of God's People. + 

Bat of all Things in the World, this is one, not 
the leaſt aſtoniſhing, that when Mr. Crofwell took 
up his Pen to write thus againſt the Character of his 
Maker, even that very Character, which, if he be- 


" . 


ſieves the Goſpel to be true, he muſt own, was ho- 
poured, with the higheſt Honours by the Son of God 
incarnate on theCroſs he ſhould pretend to do it out 
of pure I ove and Reſpect to the Honour of God 
and Jeſus Chriſt his Son, p. 6. —He ought to have 
confeſſed his Fault to Mr. Cumming, and+o his own 
Congregation, for uſing that impious Expreſlion, 
which I never before heard from the Mouth of any 
Mortal, a Damning God is not an Object of Love. 
And this would have been to the Honour of God 
and Jeſus Chriſt, But to juſtity himſelf, and to en- 
I | _ deayour . 


nute, and conſider the Mat er. 


[ 12 J 


deavour to blacken the Characters of thoſe, who ven- 


tured to ſtand up for God's Character, is an Ar gu- 


ment, he is J for his o . but 
no Sign of any Ref; to the 1 in nitel lorious 
King of the any, NIP # a 
But Mr. Crofevell comforts himſelf wich this, that 
if he is a Blaſ hemer, there is a Multitude of Blaſ- 
phemers beſides himſelf, p 29. But perhaps, he 
cannot find ſuch an Expreſſion, as that a damning 
God is not an Object of Love, in one Divinity 
Book he ever read. However, I readily 54 
that exery carnal Man, in the Temper of hisfear 
is an Enemy to God, and ſa ander the full Power 
2 a blaſ deere eben As it is written, Rom. 
he carnal Mind is Enmity againſt God, 
1 5 all no Doubt, an awful Truth that, by far 
the greater Part of Men, are in a carnal State. Be- 
cauſe ſtrait 1s the Gate, and narrow is the Way, 
which leadeth unto Life,and few Mere be that find 
it, Mat. 7. 14, But can this be a Comfort to any 
Man, chat he is going in the broa Road toDeſtructi- 


on with the Multitude? or can the God whom all 


Heaven love and adore, be proved to be an unami- 
able Being, by a major Vote, in an apoſtate, rebel- 
lious. God-hating World, by whom the Son of God 


Was murdered. 


But as Mr Crofwe 1 dwells on it with great Sa- 


| tisfaction . that Mr Cum ming has ſo few on his Side 
olf the Queſtion, and magnifies i it, and thinks of it 
with great Delight, as tho? it were a great Sign Mr, 


Cumming is wrong. it may not be amiſs to ſtop a Mi- 


And here I ſha!l not go about, to ſee how many 


great Names, in Goa apoltate World, may be rec- 


koned 


„ 
koned up on the right Side of the Queſtion. Rather, 
it is enough that ALL HEAVEN is on this Side. 


God the Father looks on his own Character, perfect 


in Beauty, altho he did damn alf the finning An- 
gels, and in damning Sinners of Mankind every Day, 
if not every Hour, and every Moment, and intendin 

ro damn Millions of this guilty Race, firſt and laſt. 
God the Son looks on this Character of is Father, 


perfect in Beauty, and died on the Croſs to'dd it 
Honour; and at the Day of Judgment, will ſuftain' 
the ſame Character himſelf, with che utmoſt Glory. 
Saints and Angels ſhouting Hallelujahs, all around 


him, while the Sentence of Damnation prôceeds 
from his ſacred Lips — 

Apoſtle Paul,and all true Saints in his Day, looked 
on the Divine Law, as a Miniſtration of Cotdem- 


nation and Death to be glorious ; (2 Cor.3.7,8'9.) 


and fo all thought a damning God to be an 
of Love: for the were all but a litt e Floct but 
a Remnant compared with the reſt of the World. 


And ſo, if Truth were to be divided by Vote, it would” 
be ſcarce worth while to count them. Therefore, 


rather, if | muſt  ake a View of the State of Things 
on Earth; | would chuſe to go up to Mount. Carmel 
in the Land of Iſrael, and ſce there 450 Prophets of 
Baal, and 400 Prophets of the Grove, ſupported by 
King Ahab, and Queen Jezebe', and by all the 


gr-atMen in the & iogdom; and Elijah,coor Elijah, 


all ALONE, to confront them all — or, elſe I 
would take a Walk into the Wilderneſs of Sinai, and 
hunt vp the affrighted Prophet, fled from the Face 
of Zezebel, in fear of his Life, and hearken to his 
bitter Moan ; and let my Heart bleed along with hig 
Heart, while be ſays to-lisMaker,* I have been very 


66 jealous 


Nor to inſiſt on it, that the 
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* jealous for the Lord God of Hoſts, becauſe the 
« Children of Iſrael have forſaken thy Covenant, 
+ thrown down thme Altars, and ſlain thy Prophets 
« with the Sword, and I, even 1 ALONE am left; 
s and they ſeek my Life to take is away.” Or, 
elſe, I would return to Ahab's Court and wy 8 
View of all the 400 Prophets, who faid, Go u 
Ramoth-Gi/eal,and proſper ; and with Com paſſi . 
conſider the Caſe of poor Micaiah ALONE, not 
a_ Soul on his Side among all the Prophets. — r, 
rather, I would go to the Iſle of Patmos, and con- 
verſe with John in his Baniſhment, and ſtudy bis 
| Viſions, and fee the two Witneſſes, propheſying in 
Sackcloth,oneT bouſc camp two Hundred and threeſcore 
Days 7 thro! all the Reign of Amichriſt ; and all 
the World, even all theChriſtianWorld againſt them. [ 
would ſtand, and behold, and wonder, to ſee them A- 
LONE. And Iwould enquire, by what Means it was, 
that theſe two Prophets tormented them that dwelt 
on theEarth ? and what made all theWarld ſo glad, 
when they at laſt were killed? And methinks. if 
J had Mr.Crefwel. Company in theſe ſev eralTours, 
I would put the Queſtion ro him What think you, 

Sir is jt not a great Sign, Elijah, Micaiah and 
the two itneſſes, are wrong, becauſe there are 
1 ſo few on their Side? — Oh how ſhameful ! O, 
how ſcandalous it is ! for a Man, that pretends to 
believe the Bible, to urge in Earneſt,,agaioſt the 
Truth of any of its Doctrines, that there are but a 
few who heartily believe them 

The Reader is deſired to obſerve, that J do not 
grant, that all the Authors Mr Crowell quotes thro? 


his Letter, in ſupport of his Scheme, are really in it. 


But the * of what I ſay, is this, that if they were, 
: they 
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1 
they would be of no Weight at all to Counter-ba- 
Jance the Word of God; and to ſay otherwiſe, is 
down right Infidelity. But from the Word of God, 
have fully proved, that cheme of Religon to be 
Divine, againft which Mr. Crofw-/! ſhews fo much 
* | Zeal. If he can anſwer me, let him; but as yet he 
has not ventured to attempt it : Nay, has not dared 
to look one of my Arguments fairly in the Face. 
Rather, he employs his Wit to blacken, to miſrepre- 
ſept, and raiſe an Odium, crying continually, the 
major Part are on his Side. Which if true, is nothing 
at all to the Furpole, unleſs they weigh more than 
dhe Bible, which to ſay, is to deelare that the Bible 
1 is not the Word of Gad. | 

But Mr. Creſwell ſays, that the Goodneſs of God 
I I is hisGlory and that this was that Beauty in the Divine 
Character which M/s beheld, in N 8. pris: 
—Very true — But why did not Mr. Crofwell tell 
' us, that, at another Time, Maſes as clearly ſaw the 
Beauty of vindictive Juſtice, and loved a damnin 
it God. and ſung his Praiſe, ſaying ho is a God like 
unto thee, GLORIOUS IN HOLINESS, Exod. 
xv. While Pharoah and his Army, were ſunk, not 
only into the Red Sea, but into Hell it felf, as it | 
were, before his Eyes. I have in my E/ay fully 62.4 
proved, that an Idea of the Beauty of Divine Good- | 
3 neſs and Grace, as manifeſted on the Croſs of Chriſt, '. 
© Þ|} cannot poſſibly be had, unleſs in a view of the Beauty | 
p of the. vindictive Juſtice of the Divine Nature: it- | 
even implies a Contradiction. to ſuppoſe otherwiſe, 
Nor has Mr. Crofzvel/ attempted an Anſwer. — 
As to the Antinomian Notion of free Grace, in par- 
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F doning Sinners before they repent and are converted, 
; I have alſo proved, chat ir is a meer Chimera. There 


8 


20 


F-36 1 
is no ſuch Thing in the Divine Nature. Nor haz 
Mr. Greſwe/l given any Anſwer t the Multitude of 
Scripture Texts brought to prove the Point, from 


. Mefes anc the Prophets, from C riſt and his A poſtles, 


However he ventures to infinute. that it is in- 
conſiſtent with ourCatechiſm. To which I anſwer ; 
and hat if it were? What is that to thePurpoſe ? 


Does the Catechiſm weigh more than the Word of 
Gad — Beſides, the Fact alledged is evident]; 


falſe.— But this leads us on to another Particular. 
2. Mr. Croſwell inſinuates, that, I, in aſſerting 
that Repentance is before Forgiveneſs contradict the 
Afembly of Divines at Weſtminſter, and there fore 
warns People not to give up theirC atechiſme, p. 26 2 7, 
Whereas that very Aſſembly of Divines themſelves 
pany teach this Doctrine. Hear their own Words, 
Words full) ſubverſive of the Antinomian Scheme, 
Confeſſion of Faith. CH ap XV. (hey ſay, Although 
« Repentance be not to be reſted in as any Satisfacti- 
on for Sin, or any: Cauſe of the Pardon thereof, 
s which is the Act of God's free Grace in Chrill ; 
yet it is of ſuch Neceſſity to all Sinners that 
«NONE MAY EXPECT PAR ON WIT H- 
«QUT'I'T.” — And accordinglyin their Definition of 


Repentance. they uſe this remarkableExpreſſion,,up-n 


« the Apprehenſion of the Mercy of God inC * 8 


* A right and true Idea of the Mercy of God in Chrifl, as 
revealed-in the Goſpel. cannot be had, only in a view 
of the Beauty of vindictive Juſtice; or in other Words, 

only in a view of {the Divine Law as holy. juſt, good 


and glorious. As has been already proved ay Sect. 


In, IV, &c. &c. to wich Mr. Cro/weli has not attempt- 
ed an Anſwer, 
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tance, they ſay 


1 

« TO SUCH AS ARE PENITENT.“ Not as 
the Antinomians ſay, to ſuch as are impenitent, to 
me an impenitent Sinner. Thus they define Repen · 
rance in their Confeſſion of Faith; and in their Lar- 
ger Catechiſm too, 5 2 aun 


Thus that Aſſembly of Divines plainly teach that 


Repentance is before Forgiveneſs. And this Repea- 
ay, implies, a Sight and Senſe of t 

Filthineſs and Odiouſneſs of Sin, as contrary to the 
«* holy Nature and righteous Law of God.” Which 
ſuppoſes, that the Amiableneſs of the Divine Nature 
is ſeen. Becauſe without a Senſe of this, the great 
Evil of Sin, its Fi thineſt andOdioiſneſi as iris againſt 


God, cannot be ſeen. It implies à Contradicton to 


ſay, that I may have a Senſe of the Evil, the Filthi- 
neſs andOdloufheſt of not loving God, unlefs God be- 
pinto appegr to be infinitely worthy of Love. 'There- 
according to their Doctrine, the Divine Nature 
appears amiable to a Sinner before his Sins are for- 
given : And ſo before he knows. they ate forgiven.— 
To believe that God is ready thro? Chriſt to pardon 
thoſe who are penitent, is the very Doctrine 1 con- 
tend for, Eſſay Set. VII. & VIII. but it is qrectly 
contrary to Mr. Croſtwellis, Mr,Cudwarth's, Mt. San- 
deman's, &c. c. who aſſert, that the penitent Sin er, 
is not an ungodly Sinner in the Senſe of Rom. iv. 5. 
but is ſo good, that he may be juſtified; as two of them 
hold, on the Foot of his own Virtue, without any need 
of Chriſt or his Atonement. And therefore they con- 
ſtantly maintain, that che Sinner is forgiven before he 
begins to repent. Firſt he believes his Sins are forgiven, 
or that there is Forgiveneſs with God for impenitent 
Sinners, and then God begins to appear lovely, then 
he begins to repent. According to the Afe-/0ly of 


* 
bY 
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Divines, I cannot believe I am pardoned, till I am 
. conſcious I am a true Penitent : nor can J have any 
hope I ever ſhall be, according to them, unleſs I be. 
come a true enitent: exactly agreable to the apoſto 
lici2o&rine; Repent and be converted, that ynur Sin; 
may be b/otted out But according to Mr, Crowell 
this is very bad Doctrine, enough to alarm 'Town 
and Country.” p. 2& | , . 
Heſides, I with i may be conſidered, that it implie; 
a Contradiction, that an impenitent Sinner, while ſuch, 
ſhould believe in Chriſt : ſee Eſſay. Sect. VIII. Repen 
tance is, ſtrictly ſpeaking, of the Eſſence of Juſtifying 
Faith. Mr, Edwards has expreſſed the Matter jud 
eiouſly in theſe Words, That in juſtifying Faith, that 
directly re ſpects Sin, or the Evil to be delivered 
« from by che Mediator, is as follow, : A Senſe f 
_ © our Sinfulneſs, and the hatefulneſs of it, and an 
* hearty Acknowlegement of its Deſert of the threat 
* ned Puniſbment,'. looking to the free Mercy f God 
in @ Redeemer, for Deliverance Jram it, and it. 
« Puniſhment,” _- . 
Concerning this, here deſcribed, three Things 
may be noted. 1. That it is the very ſame with that 
Evangelical Repentance to which Rem ſſion of Sins 
is promiſed in Scripture. 2. That tis all ot ir, 
of the Eſſence-of Juſtifying Faith, and is the ſame 
with that Faith, ſo far as it is conver ant about the 


© Evil tobe delivered from by the Mediator. 3. That 


© this is indeed the proper and peculiar Condition of 
* Remiſſion of Sins.“ Sermon on Zu/t:fication by 
Faith alane,p.107. He goes on to illuſtrate and prove 
each of hats Points. He ſays p. 110. We cant 
© heartily embrace Chriſt as a Saviour from the Pu- 
niſhment of that which we arc not ſenſible we . 

8 | 6 gun * 


3 
*guilty of.— If we are not ſenſible we have deſerved 
the ' uniſhment' threatned for our Sins, we ſhould 
* not be ſenſible that we have any need of a Saviour 
from it. Or at leaſt, ſhould nor be convinced but 
* the God that offers the Saviour, unjuſtly makes him 
© needful ; and we cannot heartily embrace ſich an 
offer And further, there is implied in a hearty em- 
* bracing of Chriſt as a Saviour from Puniſh ment, not 
only a Conviction of Conſcience, that we have de- 
* ſerved the Puniſhment, ſuch as the Devils &Damn- 
ed have; but there is a hearty Acknowledgement of 
er, with the Submiſſion of the Soul, fo as with the 
accord of the Heart, to-own that God might be juſt 
and JYORT HY in the Puniſhment. If the Heart 
© riſes againſt the Act of God, in holding us obliged 
*to.the Puniſhment, when he offers us his Son as a 
Saviour from che Puniſhment, we cannot with the 
* conſent of the Heart receive him in that Character, 
* But if Perſons thus ſubmit to the Righteouſneſs of 
* ſo dreadful] a Puniſhment of Sin, this carries in it, 


- * an hatred of Sin.” 


Thete I hings are not quoted out of the Confeſſion 
of Faith, nor qt of Mr. Edwards, with a view to 
eſtabliſh a Docteine of Religion by human Authority. 
The Doc ine is eſtabliſhed by the Word of God. But 
jf Calviniſts in Town and Country were alarmed”, 
as Mr. Craſwell ſays, p.26. on heari: g. chat I aſſerted 
that Repentance is before Forgiveneſs, it may not be 
unuſeful to put them in mind of theſe Things. And 
was it not high cime, this Subject ſhauld be publickly 
handled, left, by the great Swarm of Antinomian 
Books in Town and Country, we ſhould unawares be 
kd to give up an eſſential Do*irine of Chriſtianity ? . 

If David had gone forth to fight againſt Golrah 
dreſs'd in Saul's 4 mour, with a Helmet of Braſs 


WS: upon 


the Sinner ought for ever to love him. The Damn- 


120 

upon his Head, and with a Coat of Mail on hisBody, 
he might have made a much more genteel Appearance 
in the Eyes of both Armies, and perhaps might have 


' _ killedGoliah too: But David faid,* 1 cannot go with 
© theſe, for I have not proved them.” He had rather 


venture his Life with his S/ ing, becauſe he wa: uſed 
to that. Mr. Crofwe:!l ſometime ago challenged me, 
in print, to diſpute the Points from the Writings of 
the firſt Reſormers, which, in general, I never ſaw : 
and-now glories in it, becauſe I have not accepted the 
Challenge, p. 31. — But m, Anſwer is, I have not 
proved this. Armour, nor will ! allow any onePoint of 
Chriſtian Doctrine to be decided by any otherAuthority 


than the Word of God, how faſhionable and genteel ſo- 


ever it is, in the Eyes of ſome, to take that way to iſſue 


religious Controverſies I have heard hat the 
Reformers profeſſed to make, not themſelves. but the 


Word of God the Rule of Faith. They owncd they 
were liable to err, but maintained the Word of God 


Was infallible. Now I dare venture my Life with 


the Sword of the Spirit, the Word of God, in my 
Hand; and that againſt the united Force of the 
whole Antinomian Party. thro' the Britiſh Dominions, 
numerous as they are: For I have proved ti is Ar- 
mour, And it I appear as odd and ridiculous, with 


nothing but my Bible in my Hand, as David did 


with hisS/ing ; yet if the God of David will be with 
mt, I am not at all afraid of the Iſſue. Put to pro- 
Kees: Ga | | 

3. T had expreſs'd my ſelf in theſe Words in my 


- Dialogues, p. 218, and Mr. Craſwell looks upon Mr. 
Cumming as thinking as I do in this Matter, © is it a 


Sinner Duty ta be willing te be damned No, 
* by no means. The Damned will for ever hate God: 


ed 
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ted will be for ever miſerable : the Sinner is invited 


to be for ever happy, thro Chriſt.— His Duty is to 


© be reconciled to God, and return to him thro' Jeſus 
« Chriſt.'— But notwithſtanding 1 had thus declared, 
in the moſt expreſs Language, that it ig not a Sinner's 
Duty to be willing to be damned; yet thro” his whole 
Letter he inſinuates, that Mr. Cumming,and J, actually 
maintain this Doctrine. | : 

It belong d to Mr. Crofwel”, if he would do any 
thing to the Purpoſe, to prove, either, 1. that vin- 


dictive Juſtice is not a Beauty in the Divine Character; 


or, 2. if it is a Beauty, yet it cannot appear beautiful, 
to a regenerate penitent Sinner, who ſees it really as 
it is, until firſt he knows his Sins are forgiven : or, 
3. tharRepentance is not before Forgiveneſs. For theſe 


Things are what we aſſert. But neither of theſe, he 


was ſenſible, was it poſſible for him to prove from 
Scripture or Reaſon; nor has he ſo much as attempted 
t Rather, as what was well adapted to render us 
odious, and might be declaimed upon with the great- 
ſt Eaſe, he ſets himſelf, with the greateſt apparent 
Zeal, to ſhew what dreadful Doctrine it is to ſay, 
Sinners muſt be willing to be damned; a Doctrine he 
knew, we never held, Hor any Thing that implied it, 


For to ſee vindictive ſuſlice a Beauty in the Divine 


Characher, and to think the Torments of Hell an 


Object of Love and Choice, he knows to be quite two 
Things. We bold, that every true Penitent ſees the | 
Beauty of vindictive Juſtice ; agreable to Lev 26 40, 


41,— And that Repentance is before Forgivenels, 


apreable to the whole Tenor, of Miaſes and the Pro- 


phers, Chriſt and hisApoſtles. But we deny, we moſt 


expreſly deny that it is the Duty of Sinners to be 
Willing to be damned. 


Methipks 
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Methinks Mr.Crofwe Js whole Method of Reaſon- 


Jog thro all his Letter, is, jult as if a rebellions, per- 


verſe Boy, when urged to repent, to love his Father, 
and be a good Boy, ſhould reply thus —“ My Father 
* is not an Object of Love: for he whips his Chil- 
* dren: And a whipping Father is not an Object of 
Love.“ What! what! naughty Boy! talk againſt 
your Father ! What, blacken his CharaQer, in order 
to juſtify your own! Such Boys as you deſerve to be 
whiped, III aſſure you! Jr is good enough for you! 
and your Father deſerves to be loved the more, for 
being of ſuch a Di poſition — The Boy replies, —— 
I only meant, that I cannot love my Father. when 
I look on him, as a Father tha: will whip ME.” — 
As good whip you as any Body; to be ſure, you high- 
ly deſerve it. TheBoy replies - I hate your Me- 
taphyſicks! What, think 1 can love to be whiped ! 
6 No, no, there is not a Boy in Town, thar will own 


DN OM he d es! and dare you be ſo bold a8 ro ſay they are 


* all naughty Boys, who are not willing to be whi 

* ed? Indced if you do, 11! f:t all che Boys in 
* Town againſt you, for your uncharitable cenfori- 
* ousDiſpoſicion.* But ſtop. myLad ! ] did nat fay fo; 
dont be angry, 1 am your Fend & heartily wiſh you 
well. And pray conſider, your Fatherthinks as I do. He 


thinks he conducts in a lovely manner, when he whips 


ſuch naughty Boys as you are. And all dutiful Chik 


dren think fo too. You are conan wrong. You are 


wholly to blame. You ought to feel that, you are; 


and with a bioken Heart and Tears in your Eyes, to 
go and fall on your Knees, at your Father's Fect, and 
confeſs your Fau!ts, own that he is wholly - ight, and 
you. wholly wrong: t' ar if your Father had whiped 
you for your wicked Doings long ago, it had been 
good enough” for you: No Blemiſh in his — 
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. doc well becoming the Head of the Family ; and in 
* which he would have been univerſally heartily ap- 
: proved by every good Boy. And thus let your proud 


1 and uncircumciſed Heart be humbled,and thus accept 
: the Puniſhment of thine Tniquity, and beg Forgive- 
it nels at your Father's Hands, and you may yet be for- 
given, and fo eſcape theWhip, Do hearken ro me, 
ha and be reconciled, — A whiping Father is not an 
Object of Love: I cannot love him, I cannot 


5 be reconciled to him nor take the Blame to 
_ my ſelf, and fall upon my. Knees, and aſk Pardon, 
en 1 unleſs he will forgive me firſt of all; rather, I 


© am full of hatred and Heart. cilings, in Spight of my 
Heart. And III aſſure you, all the Boys in Town 
and Country are alarmed at your ſaying, we muſt 
1 | * repent before we are forgiven, You are certainly 


- wrong, therefore, in what you fay. LEON 

e No, if God's Character in damning Sinners is as 

p- Beautiful as a Father's Conduct is, in whiping a naugh- 

in t Boy; then the Parallel is juſt, And it any ſay. 

1 It is not : they blaſpheme the God of Heaven, in the 

2 Eyes of all holy Beings above, as is evident from Kev. 

Fa xix. I—6, But to proceed, | | 

1 4. Mr. Crofwell knew that I had affirmed, (and 

05 granting Sin to be an infinite Evil, I had demonffrated) 
1. that * Repenrance, yea the moſt exalted Virtue of the | 
5 © moſt eminent Saint, is abſolutely of NO WEIGHT | 

2 © AT ALL o Counter- balance for any one Sin; and 


© that conſequently the beſt Saint in the World needs 

d * Chriſt and free Grace along with the chief of Sin- 

4 ners and muſt be juſtified therefore by God.as be- 
d ing UNGODLY, or not at all. E/ay p.86 87 88. 
And yet in his Letter he endeavours to prove, that 


r. 1 maintain the direct contrary, and miſquotes my 
» 7 
| : Words, 


— 


| 8 Words. and perverts their plain Senſe, to anſwer hi 


»Purpoſe. p. 27. — Was this fair! 
Again, en e 1 
PA 5. I bad ſaid in my Dialogues, that true Faith is 

an holy Act, and herein diſtinguiſhed from the Anti- 
nomian Faith., To which Mr,Cudwerth rephed that 

+ © he is about as much'profited by conſidering bis Faith 
© 1.4, as, a boly AR, as if he was to conſider it a ſquare, a 
* round; or a triangular Act.“ -— Therefore in my 
.EJay prove Faith to be a holy Act, as Repentance 
is lan pel in it's very Nature, Sect. VIII. — Upon 
which, Mr. Creſtoell affirms, that the Arminians will 
hold Jaſlification by Faith; if Faith is underſtood 
to. imply Holineſs,” p 28. To which I anſwer, that 

. the Diſpute between en and Calviniſts about 
Juſtification is, whether we are juſtified by Faith, as it is 

. aV irtue as it is a good Hort ; or ſimply, as it is that, by 
which, we receive Chriſt, and become united to him, 
in; Conſequence of which Union. we are intereſted in 
dis Righteouſneſs, and juſtified by that: as a poor 
Woman is made rich by her Huſband's Eſtate, in con- 
ſequence of Marriage, in and by which ſhe becomes 
one with him, and not as her marrying of him was an 
Act of Virtue See Mr. Edwards Sermon on Zuſti- 
cation by Faith alone Doubtleſs Mr. Edwards 
knew the Nature of that Controverſy better than Mr. 


 \Crojwell or 1 do. And thus he has lated it. And 


It is plain from all his Writings, he always underſtood 
Faith to be a holy At. Or, as the Aſſembly of Di- 
vines call it, a ſaving Grace; anunholy Ad cannot 
be called a GR.\CE :; all the GRACES wrought in 

a Sinner by the Spirit of God, are of an holy Nature. 
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An unboly Grace is a Contradiction in Terms. & None 
bur Antinomians, that ever I heard of, deny Faith to 
be a holy Act. It is certain, that the Bible teaches 


that it js a holy AF. © Every unholy Act is to God's 


diſhonour, but of Abraham's Faith it is ſaid, Strang 
in Faith, giving Glory to God, Rom. iv. 20. Sinfal, 
unholy Acts are ſo far from being repreſented. in 
Scripture as being precious, that they are viewed, — 

rac 


* Thus as theA/embly of Divines held Faith to be à gracious 
holy Act, while Mr. Creſwell and Mr. Cudworth deny it; 
and as they held Repentance to be before Forgiveneſs, while 
Mr. Creſwell and Mr. Cudworth deny it: ſo alſo the 
Aſſembly of Divines, in perfect Conſiſtence with them- 
ſelves, held that paſſive Regeneration, and ectual Calling, 
mean the ſame Thing, and is in order of Nature before 
attive Repentance toward God, and Faith toward our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And they made a Diſtinction be- 
tween that Regeneration which. is before Faith,and that 
Santtification which is after Union with Chriſt. Compare 

© Confeſſun of Faith, Chap. x. & xiii. & xv. juſt as we do. 

All which theſe Gentlemen deny and ridicule, boldly 


ga aftirming, that Enmity againſt God has full Poſſeſſion 


. of the Heart, till I believe my Sins are pardoned. And 
this my Belief, being thus, the Act of an unregenerate 
Sinner, dead in Sin, at Enmity againſt God, is therefore 
affirmed to be not an holy Ael. And ſo the Sinner is 

pardoned while dead in Sin, an Enemy to God, an im- 
penitent, unconverted, graceleſs Creature. And ſo in 
this Senſe, juſliſied while ungodly. And in this Senſe they 
underſtand Rom. iv. 5. and condemn me for putting a 
different Senſe on the Words.—— Now let the Public 
Judge, who the Men be, that are leading the Country 
into a Scheme inconſiſtent, with the Aſſembly 8 
they, or we.——— N. B. I dont fay theſe Things to 
prove that we are right, If we cannot prove our reli- 
gious Principles by the Word of God, we ſtand ready 

to give them up at any Hour, | 


E * 
the abominable Things which God hates. But of 
Faith the Apoſtle ſays, it is more precious than Gs d, 


I pet 1:7, Chriſt is an holy Saviour, the'expre/s Image 


© of his Father, who is the HOLY ONE of Iſrael : 
but Faith is called a receiving Chriſt, a receiv agChriſt 
Þimſelf ; as many as received HIM, lo them gave he 
Power to become theSonsof God Joh. 1.12.But if Faith 


is an unholy AR, it is a rcjecting a holySaviour-; un- 
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leſs a holy Saviour can be received by an AQ of Sin; 
than which, a greater A bſurdity cannot be thought of. 
If Faith is not a holy Act. it mult be a ſinful Act, and 
ſo all God's Calls and Commands to us, to believe, 
are Calls and Commands to do ſinful Acts. Beſides, 
if Faith is a ſinful AR, the Fruits, even all the Fruits 
of it muſt be ſinful: ſor as is the Fountain, ſo are the 
Streams « as is the Tree, ſo is the Fruit. Wherefore, 
if Mr. Cudworth and Mr. Croſwe!l would be conſill- 
ent, they ought to ſay, that there is no Holineſs in 
| Belieyers, as Antinomians formerly uſed to fay. For 
I may fay to them as Chriſt did to the Fhariſces, in 
Mat. 12. 33. Either make the Tree good, and his 
Fruit good; or elſe make the Tree corrupt, and bis 
Fruit corrupt : for the Tree is known by his Fruit. 
For theſe Men hold, that all the Graces of a true 
Saint, are the Fruits of Faith, that we are purificd by 
Faith, and ſanctiſied by Faith; but how an unholy, 
ſinfulA& can have any Influence to purify & ſanctity 
the Soul. might ſeem ſtrange, did not we know their 
Notion of Sanctification. A firm Belief that God 

loves me, that my Sins are pardoned; and that 
1 ſhall be happy for ever, will make me feel 
well, which good Feelings: they take to be the 


_ - Chriſtian Graces. And it is evidently of no more 
Importance, that Faith ſhould'be a Holy Adt than 
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that it ſhould be“ a round, ſquare, or triangular 
9 Act.“ 
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Act.“ For if I do but believe frmly that God loyes 
me, and is my everlafting Friend, all the Eſſects need-. 
ful on their Scheme, will follow of Courſe, let the 
Belief be of ever ſo unholy a Nature —But to ſay, 
that we are married to a holy Chriſt, that we receive 
him, and. are united to him, by an unboly AR, is the 
greateſt Abſurdity in Nature. For what Concord is 
there between Chriſt and Belial? or what Union be- 
tween Sin & Holineſs ? or whit Agreement between 
a Heart that looks on a damning God as no Object 
f Love, and Jeſus Chriſt who loved. this very God, 
and died on the Croſs to do him Honour, and to mag- 
nify and wake honourable that Law, wherein his Diſ- 
poſition to puniſh Sin with eternal Damnation, had 
been ſet in ſoclearand ſtriking a Light? Seca Mar- 
gal Note in my Epay, p. 67. compared with what 
goes before, from p 61, to p. 6. Beſides, 
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But if Faith is a holy 42, then, to be conſiſtent with our 
ſelves, (ſee Mat. 12.33.) we mult (with the Evangeliſt 
Jah. 1.12, 13.) hold that Regeneration is before Faith; 
and with our bleſſed Saviour, (7b. vi. 44.45.) that Di- 
vine Illumination, in which according, toSt. Paul, '2Cor. 
iii. 18. we are brought to ſee divine 'Ihings in their di- 
vine Glory, is before coming to Chriſt.— But if we do 
venture to hold thus with Chriſt ard, his Apoſtles, Mr. 
Crofuvall will be difpleaſed, and wilt object,” p 16. >= 
1, We are juſtified while we areungod!y,but a regene- 
rate Man, who ſees the Glory of God, aud ot his Law, 
and of Chriſt crucified &c. is not ungodly. Nom. iv. 5 g 
Anſwer. He is ungodly in the Eye of the Divine Law, 
and ſo in the Eye of God his Judge. See Eſſay p. 88. 
proved to be the true meaning of Nm. iv. 5. E/jay p. 148. 
This. Mr. Croſivell knew, and yet makes no Reply to my 


Arguments. 2. He objects, what become of your. re- 


generate, enlightned Man, if he ſhould die before F wy 
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As to the Inſinuation of Mr. Crofeell, that there 
is an Agreement between the Arminian Scheme, and 
that Which I plead for. it is ſo far from being true, 
that if my manner of Reaſoning in my Eſſay, is con- 
cluſive, it does as effeQually overthrow the Arminian, 
as it does the Antinomian Scheme; as any Man that 
ever ſtudied their Scheme will ſee, that will be at the 
Pains. to read the Book. | | 
n "TY 6. 1 
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Fe could not go to Hell, hecauſe he is regenerate : He 
"could not go toHeaven, becauſe he has not believed, p. 16. 
"Anſwer. Our Saviour's Anſwer 1s this, viz. That there 
is a certain and infallible Connection between Divine 
Illumination and Faith, or coming to Chriſt, Joh. vi. 
44.45. No Man can come to me, except the Father draw him. 
It is written in the Prophets, and they ſhall all be taught of 
God. © EVERY Man therefore that hath heard, and bath 
TJearned of the Father, COMET H UNTO ME. So that 
every one that is, by the regenerating Influences of the 
Holy Spirit, brought to ſee the great Glory of God, the 
Excellence of his Law, the great Evil ot Sin, its infinite 
ill Deſert, the Need of Aronement, and to underſtand 
the Goſpel Way of Salvation thro* Chriſt,and to behold 
its holy and divine Beauty, il infallibly believe in Chriſt 
to the ſaving of his Soul. — As this is our Saviour's 
"Anſwer: So it will beſatisfactory to all who with all their 
Heart believe him to be a Teacher ſent from God. 
And this I had ſaid before,”E/ay 208,209,21 3,214,215, 
216,217 ; and had anſwered all Mr. Creſeuell's Cavils--- 


Nor has he made any Reply--- yet be ſtill repeats the 


ſame Objections - and this is his Way. ---- Now I 
appeal to the Public; is ſuch a Man fit to be diſputed 
with? And ſhould he go on in this Way, would not he 
merit the Indignation of all Men of Senſe ? and his 
Publications to be treated with total Neglect? and that 
how much ſo ever he may glory in it, that his Pamph- 
lets are unanſwered. ---- But, alas for me, no better 


Treatment have I had from any one, of the — 
| . | they 


7 al 
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6 I had repreſented their Notion of Repentance, 
in theſe Words, When I can believe that Chriſt died 


* for me in particular, and that my Sins are forgiven, 


then I can love God and repent ; but to repent be- 


fore Forgiveneſs, is new Doctrine to me.” p. 148, — 
In which Words, 1 grant, that they hold Repentance 
to be a Fruit of what they call Faith. Yer Mr. Crof- 
well. pretends, as if I had denied this. and fo miſre- 
preſented their Scheme. p 27, 28. His Mind ſeems 
to be ſhocked with the thought, that an impenitent 
Sinner, while ſuch, is forgiven, becauſe it is fo expreſly 
contrary to the Word of God. However he knows, 
that ro ſay. Repentance is before Forgiveneſs, as it is 
an eſſential Part of juſtifying + Faith, overthrows 
their whole Scheme. Now what ſhall he do? 
Why, raiſe a Cry, that 1 miſrepreſent them, and word 
himſelf. ſo ambiguoulſly, that the Vulgar will not rea- 
dily underitand the Mater; and fo he ſays, they do 
not hold, that “a Man may be pardoned nd forgiven, 
and yet be impenitent,” —how fo ? becauſe, ſays he, 
* Repentance ſprings from Faith —And what then A 


they will not look to theBottom of Things--They have 
not Courage to look Divine Truths, and theArguments 
bro't to Tupport them, fairly in the Face. And if they 
continue to hold their Scheme, and go on in this Way, 
will won merit to be treated according to the Apoſtle's 
Rule, Tit- iii. 10, 11. to be rejet:i4, as Seif-condemned. 
For when Mien continue to manage ſo, their own Con- 
ſcience will condemn them. For tuch Conduct is con- 
frary to the univerſal Senſe of Mankind. And every 
Man's Conſcience, after He fir/l and ſecond Admanition 
will condemn him.---As for me, I deſizn to go on ad- 
moniſhing, till the Public are under Advantages to fee, 
by their own Publications, that they are in Fact, SH 
condemned. See an Anſwer to what he ſays, p. 17, 18. 
in my True Religion delineated, p. 120. & p. 388. Marg. 


1 


E 
if Faith eonſiſts in a belief that my Sins are pardoned 


—if it is thisBelief that leads me firſt of all to begin 
to repent then in fact I was forgiven b fore I began 


to repent or I believed a Lie for I believed I was 


forgiven before 1 began to repent. . 

7. Juſt ſo again Mr Croſwell pretends I miſre- 
preſent their Notjon of Love to God. p.9 Marg — 
But if the Reader will only turn to p. 57,107. 108, 


234,235 of my £/ay, 1 will leave it to his ownCon- | 


ſcience, whether I have not. ſlated their Notion of 
Love to God in its true Light. 

8. Juſt ſo again he pretends abſolutely without any 
Grounds, that I have miſrepreſented their Notion of 
Faith. p. 28. He ſays, I charge them, with holding, 
that a Sinner, in Juſtifying Faith, believes © that 
God loves him more chan any other Sinner.“ APhraſe 
he knows I never uſed. For we talked about this 
Phraſe laſt Spring. And what he mcant by it, is not 
eaſy to know: For they all hold, that in Jullifying 
Faith “ J believe my Sins are forgiven. *: (See a 


Number of Definitions of Faith collected out of their 


beſt Writers, iv my Dialagues, p. $2537) and does 

a Sinner at the ſame time believe, that God has for- 

given the Sins of all Mankind? What does he 
mean Again, | 1 

. \. He ſays, that *he learns not that Chriſt died for 

him in particular; but by the Fruits of Faith.” 

| 5 8.—By which, if he means, that he does not be · 

eve that his Sins are forgiven, only in Proportion to 

his Evidence that he is a true Saint, he gives up the 

whole Scheme. If he does not mean this, his Words 


only ſerve for a blind, Yo his Readers; and to give 


him an Opportunity to ſay, I miſrepreſent him. 
And this is the Way with theſe Men. And thus Mr. 
Cudworth has treated me in a great variety of Inſtan- 
ces. To mention but one, Mr. 


1 ] 

Mr. -Marſhal, one of their moſt celebrated 
Writers, affirms, that in Juſtifying Faith, we be⸗ 
lieve that to be true, which is not true. before 
we believe it. And that therefore we have no 
Evidence from Ecripture, Senie or Reaſon, that it is 
true, But we multi work it out in our ſelves by the 
Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God. Sce the Paſſage at 
large in Mr, Marſhall, p.173, 174, or in my Dia- 
Jogues,p.59,69,——- Now ir. Cudwworth in his fur- 
ther Defence, p. 242,243, ſays, L have miſrepreſented 
this Paſſage. Bur any Man alive may be chal- 
lenged to put any other Senſe on the Words than I 
have done, Mr. Cudworth neither has, nor can. Mr. 
IF ilſon, who has wrote ſince Mr. Cudworth, and has 
apparentlyſtudied the Subject a great deal more, has 
undertaken to vindicate Mr. Marſbali's Faith in the 
Senſe exactly, in which I underſtand it: in his Re- 
view of Palemon's Creed. He affirms, and endea- 
vours to prove. that in the Act of Juſlifying Faith, 
« We believe that to be rrue which was not true 
before we believed it“ Vol. 2. p. 14. he ſpends above 
20 Pages in Jabouring the Point. — And they muſt fay 
ſo tao, if they will {peak ont like honeſt Men,or give 
up their whole Scheme, or with the groſſeſt Sort of 
Antinomians affirm, that «ur Sins are forgiven before 
Faith For, * 

If in che firſt direct Act of Faith, I believe my Sins 
are forgiven, and that was not true before | believed it; 
then in Faith, I believe that to be true, winch was not 


true before I believed it: and, of the ruth, of which, 
there could be no poſſible Evidence from Scripture, 
Senſe or Reaſon. For ic is an expreſs Contradiction, 
to ſay, there may be Evidence proving that to be true, 
which is not true: and if it was not true before be- 


leved 
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lieved it, then it was no Part of the Goſpel, that I be- 


lieyed. For the whole Goſjel is true before 1 
believe it, and whether I ever believe it or no. Ard 


if their Faith is a Belief of what is no, Part of the 


: Goſpel, it is not a Belief of the Goſpel, but of ſome- 


thing elſe. And if their whole Syſtem of religious 


Affections is at bottom founded-not upon the Goſpel, 


- bur upon ſomething elſe,it is not a Goſpel Religion— 


their Faith and all their Religion is mere Deluſion — 


p 


++ Beſides, | 


For me, unconſcious that I am a true Believer, to 
believe my Sins are foigiven, is to believe a J ie, un- 


leſs this Propoſition. is true. viz- he that believeth not 


is juſtified. For, if I look upen my felt as one that 
believeth not; and yet believe I am juſtified : 1 do 


believe that he that believeth not is juſlifed. Ard 
they all hold, that, in the firſt direct Act of Juſliſying 
Faith, I believe that I am juſtified, not becauſe I am 


conſcious I haye Faith, but without any ſuch thought, 
conſidering my ſelf meerly as a Sinner, dead in Sin. 
So that in ſtrict Truth, on their Scheme, a Sinner 
while dead in Sin, impenitent, out of Chriſt, is juſtified ; 
or elſe their Faith is the Belief of a Lie. For if they 
only mean to believe, that I a Be.tever am juſtified, 
this is true before I believe it, and whether 1 believe 


it or no, as is the Caſe with all other Truths in Na- 
ture. | | 


Let theſe Men come out of the Clouds, and lay 


 aGde all ambiguous Expreſſions and open their Hearts 
honeſtly, and the World will ſoon ſee where they arc. 


For their Scheme has not only no Grounds in Scrip- 
ture; but is alſo plainly inconſiſtent with it ſelf, and 
contrary to the univerſal Senſe of all Mankind. — And 


would they allow themſelves to think candidly, they 


might ſoon be convinced; but they hold that it is a 


Sin to doubt, | 2, Mr. 


F 
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25 Mr. Croſive ] affirms, p. 29. that I told him, that 


« none that held their Hoctrine could be ſaved;“ and 
told ſome bod elſe, that every one of thoſe Divines, 
were unconverted Men.” I ſeriouſly declare, that IL 
have noRemembrance of what he alledges : nor ds I 
in the leaſt believe I ever faid ſo; however I might 
be underſtood to mean ſo: for I firmly believe, that 
their Scheme of Religion, as held forth in their Books, 
is not the true Goſpel of Chriſt. — And I firmly be- 
lieve, that no Man can be ſaved by a falſe Goſpel — 


But whether ſome Men's Hearts be not more ortho-; 


dox than their Books, is a Secret which I leave with 

Him, who /ſearcheth the Hearts, and trietb the Reins 

of the Children of Men. *— I tave a good Right to 
| E 


examine 


® Queſtion. * When may a Man be faid to be, at Heart, 
in a falſe Scheme of Religion?“ . 
 Apſwer.---1. When he was led into it, not by theln- 

fluence of Education, but meerly by his own Experi- 
ences. | And 
2. When he cannot give up his falſe Scheme without 
giving up his Hopes of his good Eftate along with it. 
And 3. When his whole Heart is firmly attached to 
his Scheme----ſo that, 
4. When the more clearly the Truth is held up before 
him, the more he hates it, and thoſe who hold it up- 
5. WhenError has had ſuch full Poſſeſſion of the Heart, 
that it will not allow aMan to enquire after Truth with 
candor, or to look Things to the bottom with a ſedate 
and honeſt Mind: but rather keeps the Mind conti- 
nually under the Power of blinding Prejudices. 

When all theſe Things meet, they are a full Proof, that 
the Man's Heart is in hisScheme---And he who ſcarch- 
eth the Heart can ſee with abſolute Certainty when this 
is the” Caſe, in every ſingle . Inflance, and He alone: 
To Him therefore this Matter ought to be left: And 
to Him I leave it; | | 


* 
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examine the religious Principles which Men publiſh 
to the World, and to try them by the Word of God, 


and having proved them to be falſe, to declare it, and 


warn the World againſt them. And this is 0 far 


fr being Uncharitablenels, that it is one of the 
'_ greateſt Deeds of Charity I can do to myFellow-men, 


whom I ought to love, and whoſe eternal Intereſt [ 

ought to do all I can to promote. Jn this I ſay with 

Mr. Hervey, *1T have nothing to do with the Perſons 

of Men, but with the Truths of the Goſpel.” The 

Conſcience. | 

And now therefore, as a Concluſion of the whole 
fatter; If any candid, ſeriousReaderſhould ſay, What 


Work of Application, I leaye to eyery Mans's own 


ood does all theſe Controverſies do? St. Pau”s 


Anſwer is, that there muſt be Hereſies, that they 


which are approved, may be made manifeſt, 1 Cor. 
Ki. 19. Wherefore, kind Reader, I will tell you what 


Advantage theſe Controverſies may be to yqur gun 
precious and immortal, Soul: They may help you 
to diſcern the real Temper of your own Heart; and 


Jo to find out the true State of yourSoul, You may 


feel now what ſuits your Heart beſt, that Scheme 
which you may find in Mr. Creſwell's Leiter, or that 


- +, Which is taught in the Bible, and approved of, and 
loved by all the Inhabitants of Heaven. Look in 


then, my Friend, and ſee if your Soul can eccho to 
the Language of Heaven, and love and praiſe Gods 
real and true Character, as they do there. The grand 
Difference between a Saint and a Sinner is this, one 
loves God's true and-real Character, the other hates it. 


Every carnal Man, ſnouſd he be bold enough to ſpeak 


the inward Sentiments of his Heart, wouſd be ready 
to ſay, a damning Cod is not an Object of Love. For 
every carnal Man, hates the Holineſs of the Divine 
p | A . TTY . Nas ure, 


N 


Nature, hates that very Character of God which is 
given in the Divine Law, and which was bonoured on 
the Croſs of Chriſt, Rom. viii. 7. T he carnal Mind 
is Enmity againſt Ged, is not ſubject to the Law, 
neither indeed can be. The carnal Mind is under the 
full Power of a VU iſpoſition to quarrel with the Dive 
Law, and hate the Divine Character therein ex hibired : 
and fo to hate the true Character of Chriſt, who died 
on the Croſs to do honour to this Law, But in Re- 
generatian and Repentance, the Sinner is brought to 
ſee the Beauty & Amiableneſs of this true Character 
of God, to take all the Blame of his Diſaffection to 
himſelf, and, to uſe the ScripturePhcaſe,to accept the 
Puniſhment of his Iniquity ; and fo to look only to 
free Grace, thro' Jeſus Chriſt, for Mercy. And now 
the Grace of God appears to be free Grace indeed. 
For, while God appears glorious in Holineſs, the Glo- 
ry of hisGrace begins to ariſe to View in all it's Luſtre. 
For, if I am ſo bad, ſo infinitely ill-deſerving, that it 
would be a glorious Act in God to damn me, if Dam- 
nation is good enough for me in all Reaſon & Juſtice; 
O, what Grace what free Grace! what infinite 
Grace! was it in God to give his Son to die, to ſecure 
the Honour of his Government, and fo open a Wa 

for Mercy to come out after ſuch a guilty loſt Wretch, 
and call me, and bring me back to God thro” lefus 
Chriſt, and ſave me with an everlatting Salvation! 
and what infinite Obligations in Duty and in Gratitude 
am I under to ſuptfeme Love. and univerſal Obedience, 


to the God of Glory, the Fountain of all Good 1 


Retire thou, therefore, into thy Cloſet, candid Reader; 
fall proſtrate before the GREAT ETERNAL, 
view his true and real Character, and view the Tem- 
= and Diſpoſition of thy Soul, and to Heaven lift up 
thy Cry, “Search me, O Lord, and try me; and 
E. | . N « there 


- 
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there be any Way of ſecrot Blaſſ phemy in in my Heart, 
O jet me fee it before it is too late, that | may not 
go on to Hell, witha Lie in my right Hand 
And may God,of his infinite Mercy chro FefusChriſt, 
5 bgy thy Prayer and fave thy Soul! —So wiſhes, kind 
Reader one, who, at the ſame time that he would 
yindicate'the divine Character and Law, is alſo a ſin- 


D. cere F riend to the Human kind. 
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. P.S. A full Confuration from the Word of God, 
of Mr. Cr2ſ-ell s chief and fundamental Prin- 
ciples of Religion,. particularly of that, of 
Joving God primarily fr few om a Belief he loves us, 

may be ſeen in Mr. Edwards, Treat ſe con- 
eerning relig aus Aﬀeftions : And becauſe, in 
that Freatiſe and in my Eſay. every Thing 
delonging to their Scheme, is ſo fully conſidered, 
3 1 . it needleſs to be any more OT 


£4 0 „ in theſe Remarks, 


Dog 7. line 8 Moor Note, for tongibie. Ae 


ADVERTISEMENT 


A will ſoon be ready for the Preſs, an Anſwer to 
Mr -#ſon's Arguments to prove. that in Juſtifying 
Faith, we 3 that to be true, which, 15 not true, 
before we believe irt ä e 

„ eee By the dul of thy Rngrin . 
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